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2019 3i SHOW Planning Underway

Planning for the 65th Annual 3i SHOW to be held March 21, 22, and 23, 2019 is well underway! The show will continue to
be held in Dodge City, Kansas at the Western State Bank Expo Center. Show hours will be 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and
Friday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday with free admission and parking. Priority renewal has ended for exhibitors who
displayed in 2018, and exhibitors are encouraged to contract their space as soon as possible to help ensure their preferred
location.
After hearing overwhelmingly positive feedback, the 3i SHOW will be held firmly in March as the dates fall during a time
when farmers, ranchers and producers are able to attend. With only three months between the announcement of the new
March dates and the 2018 3i SHOW opening day, some exhibitors were not able to attend on such short notice but have
also expressed positive feedback for the March dates. We look forward to their return in 2019!
Event planning is also taking off! Dodge City Community College is working to coordinate a Community College
Invitational Rodeo, while the High Plains Journal plans to host a Junior Livestock Show. High School Ag Career Day is
returning to the 3i SHOW and taking place on Thursday, March 21. Session recommendations and exhibitor partners are
currently requested.
Educational and informational presentations are also in development. If there is a specific topic you would like to hear
more about or a presentation you attended in the past that would be recommended for the 3i SHOW, please submit the
information to info@3iShow.com. Past presentations have included “Farm Bill Town Hall,” “Weather and Climate,” and
“Working through Turbulent Times in Agriculture.”
Live demonstrations are a great way to bring attendees into any exhibit space! Any exhibitors interested in hosting a live
demonstration are encouraged to contact WKMA as soon as possible! Exhibitor participation benefits include internet
and social media promotion on 3i SHOW sites, as well as potential free advertising via print and radio medium.
The 2019 exhibitor packets have been sent out and contain information regarding pricing and spacing. As always, the
earlier the space request is submitted, the better the chance of getting your preferred space!
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2019 Space Requests
Currently Being Taken!

For the past several years, the
United Wireless Arena & The
Boot Hill Casino & Resort
Conference Center has helped
us show our appreciation to
our volunteers by sponsoring
the Volunteer Thank-You
Reception for the 3i SHOW!
United continues their support
by sponsoring the Thank-You
Reception for 2019!

Farm Show Council Annual Meeting
The Annual Farm Show Council meeting provides professional
development and educational opportunities, as well as information
sharing on issues specific to farm shows. 3i SHOW staff members
attended the Annual Farm Show Council this past May in Orlando,
Florida.
The meeting included attendance at the Disney Institute for their
course on cultivating quality customer service. For the past three
decades, the Disney Institute has helped to advise and train a variety
of organizations worldwide.
Throughout the conference, each show in attendance presented show
reports sharing the pros and cons of aspects of their particular show
including demonstrations, events, presentations, as well as parking,
exhibitor check-in, and much more.
This annual conference provides invaluable networking for all in
attendance. The final day was spent in round-table discussions
covering multiple topics including music licensing, show cancellation,
emergency management, and sponsorships. The Council wanted to
insure the time spent at the conference was used to its fullest potential.
The overall goal of the Council and its show members is to provide
the best possible marketing showcase for exhibitors of agricultural
equipment and related products to the farmer/rancher/producer
customer.

Prices remain the same for 2019,
and invoices will be post-dated
September 1, 2018!
If you have not yet submitted your
Space Request, do so TODAY for
the best selection!
The Space Request is again
available online as a fillable web
form this year, or as a printable
PDF if you prefer that method.

WKMA Scholarships
Remain Unawarded
2018-2019 scholarships continue to
be awarded. One scholarship remains
at Garden City Community College.
If you know of an eligible student,
please direct them to the financial
aid or scholarship department.
We appreciate the educational
institutions’ assistance in selecting
recipients each year.
Scholarships are funded each year by
the sale of commemorative buckles.
Complete information regarding
the scholarship and buckle sales is
available online at www.3ishow.com.
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High School Ag Career Day

Mid-American Workforce Summit

High School Ag Career Day (HSACD) is returning to the 3i
SHOW on Thursday, March 21, 2019! High School Ag Career
Day offers students an opportunity to learn about careers
in agriculture. High school Ag teachers, their students and
parents, high school counselors, FFA representatives, 4-H
representatives, and extension agents are invited and requested
to help spread the word to make this a GREAT educational
event with as many students in attendance as possible!

The 18th Annual Kansas Workforce Summit is growing
and transitioning into the Mid-America Workforce
Summit! This Summit will bring together community
leaders, chamber representatives, legislators, government
officials, employers, educators, and local workforce board
members from several Mid-America states to address
the new realities facing the workforce and economic
development issues. Rural workforce development is one
of the most pressing issues in this region.

The 3i SHOW is working hard to provide a full schedule of
activities to high school Ag students. Session recommendations
are requested at this time to assist in planning of this event
and can be emailed to info@3ishow.com. Any educational
institutions wishing to participate in this event should contact
WKMA directly. In addition, any 3i SHOW exhibitors who
wish to be a sponsor or host a session in their booth are also
invited to contact WKMA.
Sessions will be held on the hour, every hour beginning at
9 a.m., allowing students to select which sessions they wish
to attend. Students will be encouraged to attend Opening
Ceremonies at 10 a.m. The final session of the day will begin at
1 p.m., allowing for students’ timely return to school.

March 21, 2019
Want to become an integral part
of the 3i SHOW?
You should try volunteering!
There are many great opportunities to volunteer for the
3i SHOW! Some roles include Exhibitor Hospitality/
Reception; Inside and Outside Display; Parking; Pony
Express; Zoning and MANY MORE!
To learn about other volunteer opportunities and how
you can help the 3i SHOW,
visit www.3ishow.com/volunteers.
We hope to see you at the 2019 3i SHOW
taking place March 21-23!

The Mid-America Workforce Summit will address
several indicators presented by the USDA (United States
Department of Agriculture) Task Force on Agriculture
and Rural Prosperity. Created in 2017, the task force made
several recommendations around five key indicators
of rural prosperity: e-connectivity, quality of life, rural
workforce, technological innovation, and economic
development. These indicators address issues in the urban
and rural areas of the states invited to the Summit.
Identifying the indicators of rural prosperity issues was
the first key step to change. It is important to realize that
as the region comes together and starts to work as a team,
this area can become a successful example for others.
The Mid-America Workforce Summit will be held January
23-24, 2019 in Topeka, Kansas at the Capitol Plaza Hotel
and Conference Center. For more information, visit www.
midamericaworkforcesummit.com and follow us on
Facebook, Google Plus and Twitter.

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION
COMING SOON!

Mid-America
Workforce Summit

January 23-24, 2019!

Congressman Marshall Meets with Concerned Manufacturers
WKMA hosted the “Tariff Luncheon Discussion” held on Tuesday, August 14, at Guymon
Petro in Dodge City, Kansas inviting all of their members to attend. U.S. Congressman
Marshall met with those in attendance to discuss the implications of the Trump tariffs on
farms and businesses.
Concerns reported included increases in costs ranging from 20% to over 40%. It was
reported that many suppliers increased the costs to manufacturers early anticipating the
implementation of the tariffs. Although there seems to be support in general for the tariffs,
some still wonder why the new tariffs were implemented and how exactly they are applied.
After having to enter the export markets to stay competitive over the past several years,
some manufacturers are wondering why we are implementing the new tariffs now.
Marshall was asked to clarify at what point the tariffs are applied, specifically for those manufacturers whose materials past
through many entities. Marshall and a manufacturer in attendance reported the tariffs are a one-time tax applied when the
product hits the United States.
Other concerns discussed included the difficulty of finding qualified, dependable labor now and as the implementation of
tariffs hopefully returns jobs to the United States from over seas. Discussion was held about training and educating our
youth, as well as currently developing an Agriculture Guest Worker Visa Program. Additionally, Perkins Grant funding was
discussed.
Congressman Marshall closed stating that the tariffs are put in place to help the domestic industry which has become
decimated in recent years. The tariffs, in part, are seeking to end intellectual property infringement that is carried out by
trade partners. He encouraged everyone to hang in there and stated that he anticipates, on another front, that NAFTA will be
finalized with Mexico in the next few months, with Canada following soon thereafter.
Any questions, comments, or concerns can be addressed to Western Kansas Deputy Director Rebecca Swender at rebecca.
swender@mail.house.gov.

#GrowWithGoogle in Wichita
Google has been traveling across the country on their billion-dollar educational and community outreach project called
Grow with Google. Google has said that the main objective of the tour is to help job seekers, small business owners, students,
educators and entrepreneurs improve their digital skills. The tour stopped in Wichita, Kansas, on May 30, 2018, hosted at the
Wichita State University Hughes Metroplex.
Members of WKMA Staff attended Grow with Google to increase their knowledge of social media marketing and learn better
ways to promote the 3i SHOW.
Throughout the day, participants were given the opportunity to engage in interactive demonstrations, six different hands-on
workshops and one-on-one coaching with Googlers. Topics for the workshops
included online skills for small business, email basics, online safety and search
engine optimization.
Final 2018-2019 WKMA Annual
Google claims that one key thing all businesses should do is claim their listing
on Google Search. By visiting www.business.google.com, any company can
make the most of their free Google listing. This free service allows business
owners to post updates to showcase what’s new, respond to reviews to build
loyalty, and add photos to highlight what makes their business special.
One lesson the Googlers shared was that by accessing their Google listing,
businesses are making it count every time someone finds them on Search and
Maps.

Membership Renewal Reminder!
If your renewal has not yet been
received, please fill out the form
provided and mail to us as soon as
possible.

