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3i SHOW Preparation
There are 26 committees organized by the Great Bend Chamber in preparation for the upcoming 3i SHOW May 7-9. We
are nearing 500 contracts and continue to contract more exhibits every day.
Jan Westfall is this year’s Chairperson. She is excited about
all the early efforts of the 300 volunteers that are dedicating
their time and efforts to make this year’s show a great
success! Volunteers are being trained in CPR and are the
biggest asset in setting up and organizing the 3i SHOW.
Jan has been involved in the 3i SHOW for many years as Vice
-Chair and Zoning Chair, and has served on several other
committees. She is very proud to be the first woman ever to
serve as Chairperson of the 3i SHOW.

Robert Richardson
Remembered
Robert Richardson held a BA
Degree in Business from Kansas
State University and played a very
active and supportive role in the
farm equipment industry. For
many years in the 1970’s and
1980’s, he served on the WKMA Board of Directors in
various roles including Treasurer, Vice President and
President.
Bob also held various roles in the operation of
Richardson Manufacturing Company, Inc., manufacturer
of conservation tillage equipment. In 1987, he and his
brother, Raymond, sold the company to Sunflower
Manufacturing Company, now a part of AGCO.
Funeral services were held for Bob Saturday, January 19,
2008, in Cawker City. Our thoughts and prayers go out
to Robert’s family.

Ron Straub and Jim Vopat will also be involved this year as
Co-Chairs and have also been long-time 3i SHOW supporters.

3i SHOW INTERNET

This year’s show will continue to host Consumer Programs,
Health Screening, Vintage Race Cars and High School Ag
Career Day. All information detailing these events and activities are posted on the 3i SHOW website.

Internet service at farm shows has fast-become a hot
topic. As more and more companies utilize the internet
for daily operations and services to customers, it has
become extremely important for internet services to be
available at the 3i SHOW.

As many of you know, we began maintaining our website
in-house last year and have been adding many helpful
features. Exhibitors are now listed on the site by company
name, brand names and categories. Suggestions are always
welcome regarding the website as to what other features
should be placed there. This year is also the first year
WKMA is “going green” and placing exhibitor information/
documentation on the website in printable format, limiting
paper usage and postage expense.

WKMA continues in its efforts, working to provide
quality, dependable internet service with each of the
hosting communities. This year, the City of Great Bend
has contracted internet service with Nex-Tech Wireless
for all indoor Expo buildings. Internet service will be free
of charge for the 2008 show, and outdoor exhibitors will
be provided a Business Center with wireless internet in
Expo-1.
MEYER RETIRES

Carol Meyer, Garden City Chamber of Commerce President since 1980 recently announced her plan to retire
effective May 1. Carol has a fountain of knowledge and experience not only as the Chamber President but also as
an Ambassador for the 3i SHOW. Her representation is unsurpassable.
We would like to thank Carol for all of her hard work and dedication to the success of the 3i SHOW over the last
several years and wish the best on her new adventure!
The Garden City Chamber is hosting a retirement party in Carol’s honor Thursday, April 17, at the Clarion Inn in
Garden City from 5 to 7 p.m.

Kansas Workforce Summit Continues
to Grow
The 7th Annual Kansas Workforce Summit was
held on January 23rd and 24th in Topeka at the
Topeka Capital Plaza Hotel & Convention Center.
The Summit continues to be a do-not-miss
annual forum as community leaders and chamber
representatives, legislators and government
officials, employers, educators, and local workforce board members take action to address the
new realities facing workforce and economic
development issues in Kansas.
The Summit was once again proudly kicked off by Governor Kathleen Sebelius followed
by Secretary of Commerce David Kerr. The Governor gave the State of Workforce
Development in Kansas and her administration’s initiatives regarding incentives and
developments in Kansas.
Secretary Kerr, who serves as a member of the
Post-Secondary Technical Authority, spoke in regards to the importance of technical
training in our institutions.
The Kansas Department of Commerce presented
awards at this year’s Summit honoring and
recognizing the continued efforts of Local
Workforce Investment Boards and their
achievements in meeting national performance standards.
Corey Peterson, KACCTE President,
presented Dwayne Peaslee the 2008 Award of
Merit for his many years of contributions to
technical education and workforce development.
For a brief sample of information discussed and provided at this year’s Summit, please
visit the below links. Please note, the complete web address must be typed into your
web browser to access this information. Mark your calendars now ~ you are invited
to attend the 2009 Kansas Workforce Summit to be held January 21st and 22nd.

Summit Links
www.3ishow.com/crouch.pdf
www.3ishow.com/celinafu.pdf

The meeting and banquet rooms
continue to fill up each year as the
Summit continues to be a growing
force in education and workforce
development.
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59th ANNUAL
WKMA MEETING
The 59th Annual WKMA Meeting was held at the Dodge City
Country Club February 15. Board members present, Frank
Otter, Mike Pivonka with his wife Lynette, and Loyde Davis
were in attendance along with many members from the Great Bend and
Garden City communities, including Chamber Representatives. Eddie
Estes, President/CEO of Western Kansas Manufacturers Association,
thanked Frank and Mike, Directors, and Loyde, Chairman, for their service
on the WKMA board.
The evening was filled with delightful conversation and wonderful door prizes. In addition, Carol Meyer was thanked for her years of dedication and assistance in making the
3i SHOW successful during her tenure at the Garden City Chamber. Carol is retiring as
of May 1. Her knowledge and experience have been a great asset, and Carol will truly
be missed!
The 2008 3i SHOW Chairs were introduced. Jan
Westfall will be the first female Chairperson to chair
a 3i SHOW, along with her Co-Chairs Bill
Berryman and Ron Straub. With all the years of experience between
these three individuals and all the past committees they have served
on during past shows, this year’s show is sure to go off without a hitch!

Hats, Visors and Buckles
Hats, visors and buckles are still available for sale commemorating the
2008 3i SHOW as well as past shows. Hats and visors sell for $12.
Buckles are $25.00 with proceeds going to the WKMA Scholarship Fund.
Contact WKMA at (620) 227-8082 for more information.

WKMA SCHOLARSHIP FUND
WKMA scholarships are again available to area colleges and vocational technical schools. The
following schools have been notified of the scholarship availability and guidelines for selection of the
recipients:
Barton County Community College
Colby Community College
Dodge City Community College
Fort Hays State University
Garden City Community College
Kansas State University
North Central Kansas Technical School
Northwest Kansas Technical College
Seward County Community College
Southwest Kansas Technical School
University of Kansas
These scholarships are for Freshman students enrolling in Industrial Engineering, Pre-Engineering or
Business Administration residing in and graduating from a high school in western Kansas.
Applications should be made through the individual school’s financial aid or scholarship department.
Funds to provide the scholarships are raised by the sale of the 3i SHOW belt buckle. Each year, a
limited edition 3i SHOW commemorative buckle is designed and sold to provide funding for the
following year’s scholarships. Each buckle is individually numbered. The 2007 buckles are still
available from the WKMA office by calling 620-227-8082 or online at www.3ishow.com.

KanEquip Offers Great Scholarship Opportunity for Students
KanEquip, an agricultural equipment and machinery dealership with seven locations across Kansas, is excited to
extend youth an exceptional scholarship opportunity. Youth are provided $10,000 in tuition and fees to attend
Oklahoma State University‐Okmulgee to earn their Associate Degree in Applied Agricultural Science and start a
rewarding career as a service technician. Not only do students receive the tuition scholarship. but students
also have paid internships and earn a tool set at the completion of the program.
A current student in the program, Dustin Sievers, is finding the program rewarding as well as challenging.
Sievers remarked that , “This education is opening doors for me and establishing a sound career path.” He also
encourages other high school students who want a career that allows them endless options, a great employer,
and a terrific job in rural Kansas to apply. “This is the best decision that I have made, and I encourage other
youth to make the same decision,” stated Sievers.
For more information on the program or to apply, contact:
Sarah Bowser
888‐456‐2041
sarah.bowser@kanequip.com

